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of varying abilities  
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The Role of 
Emotions in  

Environmental 
Racism Fights
Dr. Nadia Kim

Nadia Kim is Professor 
of Asian and Asian 

American Studies at 
Loyola Marymount 

University. Her research 
focuses on US race and 

citizenship injustices 
concerning Korean/

Asian Americans and 
South Koreans, race 

and nativist racism 
in Los Angeles, 

immigrant women 
activists, environmental 

racism and classism, 
and comparative 

racialization of Latinxs, 
Asian Americans, 

and Black Americans. 
Co-sponsored by 

Environmental Justice 
Alliance

Dr. Kim’s book, Refusing 
Death, examines 
race, class, gender, 
and citizenship 
of marginalized 
and unauthorized 
immigrants—especially 
women and youth—
making political 
inroads by way of 
grassroots activism. 
Through ethnographic 
observation, in-
depth interviews, and 
document analysis of 
Asian American and 
Latin@ environmental 
justice activism in Los 
Angeles, she finds that 
these mostly female 
immigrant activists are 
redefining notions of 
politics, community, and 
citizenship in the face of 
America’s nativist racism 
and its system of class 
injustice, defined by 
pollution and neglected 
schools, surveillance/
deportation, and political 
marginalization. 
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