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Keith Mar  is a spoken word poet who works in images, colors and unflinchingly honest personal stories.  His poetry asks 
questions about  race, identity, self-love  and social justice. Intensely personal, his work seeks moments of emotional 
connection through the depiction of universal experiences. 
 
Keith believes that spoken word can build bridges between communities, help celebrate roots and inspire a sense of social 
connection at a time our culture is urgently in need of it. 
 
Keith has been an  invited poet to  ethnic festivals, literary readings, writing workshops, cultural celebrations, political 
events, benefits, national podcasts on race, television and radio programs, art exhibits, and numerous universities and 
graduate programs. For many years, he  has used his poetry to  deepen the cultural awareness of  graduate students studying 
multicultural counseling at numerous universities. 

He has also  been an MC for an Evening of Spoken Word, UCSB Multicultural Center  and  a poetry workshop leader for the 
Center for Equity and Social Justice, SBCC.

Reviews:
               
Keith Mar is a powerful writer and a gifted performance poet. His work calls the audience to attention, fills the listener with 
personal stories of survival and empowerment. Keith writes about growing up in California's Central Valley, about exposure to 
ignorance first hand, about basketball, fatherhood and about how the human heart learns transcendence over hatred and 
bigotry through a commitment to healing the world. He is an instrument of peace in a time when peace is an endangered 
species. We need more poets like Keith Mar.

Ron Alexander Phd., Poet/Psychologist     
     
I have collaborated with Keith several times, bringing him as a guest lecturer/poet to the SBCC Center for Equity and Social 
Justice.  The students absolutely love Keith’s workshops where he shares his incredible craft of storytelling and spoken word.  
Keith is an incredible poet, teacher, mentor, and spoken word artist and is highly requested by the students.  I hope to have 
him back again as soon as campus reopens!

Roxanne Maiko Byrne
Cordinator of Equity, Diversity and Cultural Competency
Santa Barbara City College

I coordinated an Ethnic Studies Now SBUSD Block party, where Keith  performed his spoken word to a diverse audience of 
200+ people. To me, Keith was vital to our event, because his art represents Asian American identity…….The audience loved 
him.  

A great speaker, performer and spoken word poet! 

Michael Montenegro

The MCC hosts a quarterly 
open mic for all to artistically 
express themselves using any 
creative outlets including 
spoken word, poetry, music, 
and dance. All are welcome 
to attend and participate! 

& an Evening of 

          
   Self Expression 

This quarter’s MC will be Keith 
Mar, a spoken word poet 
who works in images, colors 
and unflinchingly honest 
personal stories. His poetry 
asks questions about race, 
identity, self-love and social 
justice. Intensely personal, 
his work seeks moments 
of emotional connection 
through the depiction of 
universal experiences.

For more information or assistance in  
accommodating people of varying abilities 

contact the MultiCultural Center at 805.893.8411

FRIDAY  
October 22
7:30 pm
MCC Lounge


